
Murphysboro City Council Meeting 
February 11, 2014 

 
The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its 
ordinances, on the 11th day of February, 2014.  Mayor Stephens called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and Pastor Troy Humphrey led the council in 
prayer.  Following the invocation, Mayor Stephens led the council in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag.  Mayor Stephens then directed City Clerk Cottonaro to call 
the roll.  The roll was called with the following  
 
Present: Barb Hughes, Vicki Ardrey, Bill Pierson, Danny Bratton, Mark 

Costa, Sandra Bullar, Gary McComb 
 
Absent: Mike Bastien, Russell Brown, Ron Nolan 
 
Motion:  To approve the minutes of the January 14, 2014 council meeting.  
All aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the 
meeting. 
Motion by Alderman Costa Second by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried  
 
Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, register #520, #521, and #522 
through February 11, 2014 accounts receivable through February 11, 2014 
and payroll through February 11, 2014.  All aldermen received a copy of the 
accounts payable, accounts receivable and payroll for their review, prior to 
the meeting. 
Motion by Alderman Costa Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 



 

REQUESTS FROM THE FLOOR 

 
Mayor Stevens acknowledged the Knights of Columbus Hall Boy Scout Troop 4 
members to the meeting. 
 
Edward Cripps informed the council he was available to discuss the car parking 
situation.  Mayor Stevens will be meeting with him regarding this. 
 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

 
Building & Grounds Committee meeting of January 21, 2014. 
 
Motion:  To approve sending a letter to Martin Schaldemose and Steve 
Carter to inform them that they have 30 days to board up the Old Depot 
windows or the city will move on our own to have the windows boarded up 
and they will have to pay the cost or the city will put a lien on the property. 
Motion by Alderman Hughes Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Public Improvement Committee meeting of January 21, 2014.   
 
Motion:  To table the approval to proceed with the amendment to handbill 
ordinance as written with the same guidelines as approved at the 11/18/13 
Public Improvement Committee meeting with the inclusion of a $60 
peddler’s license fee. 

Motion by Alderman Costa Seconded by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.   
Ayes: Vicki Ardrey, Bill Pierson, Danny Bratton, Mark Costa, Sandra Bullar 
Nays: Barb Hughes, Gary McComb 
Motion Carried 
 
Council determined that all vendors should attend a pre bid meeting. 
 
Motion:  To approve to let out for bids the cemetery mowing contract. 

 Motion by Alderman Ardrey Seconded by Alderman Pierson 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Public Safety Committee meeting of January 21, 2014. 
 
Motion:  To approve to place two “Children at Play” signs on North 
Williams Street. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Seconded by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
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Personnel Committee meeting of January 21, 2014 
 
Motion:  To approve to advertise for the code enforcement position. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Budget & Finance Committee meeting of January 27, 2014. 
 
Motion:  To approve accounts payable register #518 & #519 through 
January 27, 2014. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Pierson 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve Mayor Stephens to enter into an agreement with 
Affordable Gas & Electric for electric and natural gas aggregation for city 
municipal accounts. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Community Relations Committee meeting of January 27, 2014. 
 
Motion:  To approve the request from Brittany’s Benefits for a 5K Color run 
on May 3rd, the Riverside Park route. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Hughes 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve the request from Kate Winzenburger for 5K on April 
19th, Walnut Street route. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Hughes 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve the request from Chamber for street closures for St. 
Patrick’s Day Festivities on March 22, 2014. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Mayor Stephens informed the council that tourism will pay half the cost for half 
the advertising space. 
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Motion:  To approve placing an advertisement in the Chamber of 
Commerce City Map and contacting tourism to see if they will share the 
costs. 
Motion by Alderman Hughes Second by Alderman Pierson 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve the request to enter into an agreement with CGI 
Communication at no cost to the city. 
Motion by Alderman Bullar Second by Alderman Ardrey 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Public Works Committee meeting of January 27, 2014. 
 
Motion:  To approve the purchase of a new street sweeper in the amount of 
$160,245. 
Motion by Alderman Pierson Second by Alderman Ardrey 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve the ground water ordinance. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Costa 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion:  To approve the purchase of a new pump at the 7th Street Lift 
Station in the amount of $7300. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Motion:  To approve Red Dot Construction & Equipment Rentals Inc. for 
material and labor to replace one 10” gate valve inside of existing terminal 
pump station at a cost of $3882. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 
Mayor Stephens informed the council that there will be a meeting to look at 
getting bids for roof repairs at the administration building. 
 
Mayor Stephens stated that the two hour parking on the parking lot south of the 
administration building was not viable.  We either need to meter the lot or talk to 
the courthouse about a yearly permit process for their employees.   
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Mayor Stephens gave an update and discussed the Curwood property.  Marty 
Fulmer of Bemis had informed him that they had received a No Further Action 
Notice on the property from the EPA and also talking to the railroad and expect 
the property will soon be free of any EPA issues. 
 

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Barbara Hughes Thank you to department heads for their time and 

information they shared with me. 
 
Vicki Ardrey Nothing 
 
Bill Pierson Nothing  
 
Danny Bratton Nothing 
 
Mark Costa Nothing 
 
Sandi Bullar Thank Darrin again for snow removal, did a fantastic job 

this winter. 
 
Gary McComb Nothing. 
 

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Brian Hollo The roof was worked on today, need 3 ½ more days to 

complete. 
 
Sandra Ripley Need to close out motor fuel and reminder next week’s 

meeting is on Tuesday. 
 
Steve Swafford Nothing 
 
Ed Heller Nothing 
 
Ron Manwaring Nothing 
 
Brian Manwaring Nothing 
 
Tim Lee He would like to go over the 7th street project plans with 

mayor. 
 
Darrin Mills Thanks for approving new street sweeper purchase. 
 
Jim Stewart Nothing 
 
City engineer The close out motor fuel document is routine. 
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Motion:  To approve 2013 Motor Fuel Maintenance Close-out document. 
Motion by Alderman Costa Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Motion:  To adjourn 
Motion by Alderman Bratton Second by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 


